
Submission to Reshape Waikato 
Matangi Community Committee 
 
The Matangi Community Committee members would like to advise that in their view the 
proposed Wards for the Waikato District Council for our area fail to reflect our community 
of interest or fair and accountable representation. 
 
Council has described a community of interest as: 

“• People feeling a sense of identity and belonging to the area 

• People using the same services 

• Elected members being able to represent the interests of the area” 

 
Community of interest - identity and belonging 
Matangi Village is currently in the Waikato District Council Eureka Ward and is adjacent to 
Tamahere Ward which encompasses a significant part of the Matangi community. These 
Wards form the southern corner of the Waikato district and the communities have a long 
history of interaction and identity. The area falls within Ngati Haua iwi and from colonial 
times the farming communities have interacted bound in the west by the Waikato River at 
Tamahere and the  south east by Pukemoremore at Tauwhare. 
 
While the boundary is not physical to the north and east long association south of the 
Morrinsville to Hamilton railway line has drawn the communities together. 
Press cuttings from the time of World War I refer to community meetings at the Matangi 
Hall that included people from all of these communities. While in the early days each 
community had their own dairy factory all farms in the area eventually supplied the largest 
factory at Matangi from 1919.  
In more recent times all of these communities have had an increase in Lifestyle block living 
and Tamahere and Tauwhare were identified by Council as growth areas where Country 
living subdivision could occur – such subdivisions have also occurred in an adhoc way across 
the current Eureka and Tamahere Wards – i.e. in terms of communities of interest the living 
and economic activity in the communities across this area are not distinctly different. 
 
Eureka ( until the school was closed), Matangi, Newstead, Tamahere and Tauwhare Primary 
Schools form the South East Hamilton Country Schools cluster which has for at least 70 
years met for group days of school sports, agricultural days and cultural activities. More 
recently the cluster schools have met together with Berkley Normal Middle School and 
Hillcrest High School as the Hillcrest Community of learning. These communities are feeder 
schools to Berkley Normal Middle School, Hillcrest High School and Waikato University. 
 
The proposal for Reshape Waikato splits this area in two to associate Eureka and Tauwhare 
with a huge ‘rural’ Ward and Tamahere, Matangi and Newstead with the Hamilton fringe 
‘horseshoe’. Unfortunately the information supplied with the reshape process does not 



describe what advantages the new Wards would offer in terms of community of interest 
and our community has not identified any.  
 
Community of interest – using the same services 
Matangi has been included in the ‘horseshoe’ around Hamilton city – the district does rely 
on Hamilton to provide water and library services to these areas but the library is probably 
the only exactly ‘same’ service – the water schemes are separate. While the library service is 
vital and highly appreciated by the current Eureka Ward one same service in common with 
WDC residents on the west of Hamilton City is not enough to instigate disruption to the 
current representation. 
 
Community of interest – Elected members being able to represent the interests of 

the area 

We have become familiar with the principle of one Ward one councillor as a means of 
providing fair and accountable representation. It is hard to see how 3 councillors over a 
dispersed Ward can provide the same service and accountability – it seems more likely that 
there will be a duplication of effort on some issues and insufficient attention to others. 
There is also the possibility that all three councillors could come from one part of the Ward 
which would result in uneven delivery to the electorate. The only means to avoid 
duplication/bias would be an informal specialisation but that would be unknown to the 
voters at the time of the election. 
While areas adjacent to Hamilton city may face similar issues it would be better that Ward 
councillors worked together from separate Wards on common issues that may arise.  
Councillors need to understand and represent communities and those communities need to 
be clear on whom they can talk to otherwise a level of distance will be created that 
diminishes community involvement. Interest in local government elections is already low. It 
would be unfortunate to lower this by creating greater distance between electors and 
elected. 
 
In Summary 

 Matangi is already part of an area with a strong sense of identity and belonging 
            largely reflected in the current Eureka and Tamahere Wards configuration. 
 

 The library service is the only apparent same service for the proposed Hamilton 
fringe ‘horseshoe’ Ward which is an insufficient justification to unite all areas on the 
fringe of Hamilton City. 

 

 The proposed Ward for Matangi reduces the ability of electors to know for whom 
they are voting and the extent to which any one of 3 councillors will know and 
understand our community and be accountable to it. 

 
Proposed alternative.  
 The south east corner of the Waikato District comprising most of the current Tamahere and 
Eureka Wards is an historical and current community of interest. Similar Wards (if some 
borders require review as a result of population) could remain as separate Wards or be 
combined with two councillors without loss of focus and accountability. 
 


